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(e) The Committee shall submit by letter
a status report by April 30, 1997, and a final
supplemental report by October 31, 1997,
unless otherwise directed by the President.

Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) The Com-
mittee shall terminate 30 days after submit-
ting its final supplemental report.

(b) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and it is not intended to create any
right, benefit or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 30, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:55 a.m., January 31, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 3.

Statement on the Death
of Frank Tejeda

January 31, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn today
of the death of Congressman Frank Tejeda.
Congressman Tejeda spent the last years of
his life not only fighting for the citizens of
San Antonio but also courageously battling
cancer. Frank was a friend who dedicated
himself to serving his country and commu-
nity. He will long be remembered for his per-
severance in the face of adversity. He en-
deared himself to all who knew him, always
looking out for the best interests of his con-
stituents, members of the military, and the
Hispanic and veterans’ communities in par-
ticular. We will miss him greatly. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his children,
Marissa, Sonya, and Frank, his mother Lillie,
his extended family members, and his many
friends at this difficult time.

Statement on Funding for
International Family Planning
January 31, 1997

In the next few weeks, Congress will face
an important vote about the United States’
support for voluntary family planning in de-
veloping countries.

The funds to continue our support have
already been approved, as part of our Fiscal
Year ’97 budget. At issue is whether the
money will be released on March 1, or
whether it will be further delayed by 4
months, until July.

It is my determination that a delay will
cause serious, irreversible, and avoidable
harm. In the balance are the lives and well-
being of many thousands of women and chil-
dren and American credibility as the leader
in family planning programs around the
world.

Opponents of this funding have tried to
mischaracterize this upcoming vote and the
work of United States Agency for Inter-
national Development in family planning. So,
let me be clear: The United States provides
family planning support where it is wanted
and needed. We are prohibited by law from
ever funding abortion—and we abide faith-
fully by that law. Indeed, the work we have
funded in developing countries has been sup-
portive of families, helping them to flourish.
It has improved women’s health and wom-
en’s station in life. It has allowed generations
of children to grow and be educated in safer
and healthier environments. It has been in-
strumental in helping to prevent the spread
of disease, including AIDS. And, make no
mistake: It has prevented untold numbers of
abortions and maternal deaths. This much is
clear: In preventing abortions, maternal and
child deaths, family planning has been prov-
en effective.

If we delay support for family planning by
even 4 months, denying safe and effective
contraception to couples who depend on
these programs, we will see a rise in unin-
tended pregnancies and maternal deaths and
a tragic recourse to unsafe and unsanitary
methods to terminate those pregnancies.
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